Marlboro High School

Countdown to College Checklist

Grade 9

Less Than Four Years to Get Ready for College

· Take the most challenging coursework available.
· Find out what high school courses may help you gain college acceptance to certain colleges or career fields.

· Start clubs and activities at Marlboro High School in your areas of interest.

· Search out volunteer opportunities at Marlboro High School and in your community.
· Build relationships with peers, teachers, coaches and your principal.

· Develop good study habits.

· Job shadow or participate in a career day.

· Think about jobs your parents and other adults you know have.  Ask them what a typical work day is like.  Does this sound interesting to you?

· Begin reconstructing a resume.

· Begin to discuss college plans with your parents/guardians and teachers.

· Ask your guidance counselor what college they went to and do some research on their school.

· Look at a College catalog.  Does the school offer programs and courses that look interesting to you?

· Have your guidance counselor explain SAT preparation to you.

· Take EXPLORE (an ACT prep exam).

Marlboro High School

Countdown to College Checklist
Grade 10

Less Than Three Years to Get Ready for College
· Take the most challenging coursework available.
· Discuss your high school courses with your guidance counselor to ensure they meet your college/career interests.
· Continue volunteer work.
· Strengthen relationships with peers, teachers, coaches and your principal – they will be writing recommendations for you down the road.
· Continue working on study habits and note-taking skills.
· Register and prepare for the PSAT.
· Take the PSAT and the PLAN.
· Discuss your PSAT score with your guidance counselor.
· Develop a SAT preparation plan with your guidance counselor.  Begin to follow this plan.
· Job shadow or participate in a career day.
· Revise and update your resume.
· Continue discussing post high school plans with your parents/guardians and guidance counselor.
· Begin to look at college catalogs and financial aid materials.
· Have your guidance counselor explain financial aid to you.
· Find a summer job or program that will continue to develop your skills and help prepare you for college.
· Graduate from high school!!!

· Save a portion of your summer earnings for books and other expenses.

Glossary
ACT:  The ACT is a college entrance exam that assesses high school student’s general education development and their ability to complete college-level work.  The multiple-choice tests cover four skill areas:  English, mathematics, reading, and science.  The Writing Test, which is optional, measures skill in planning and writing a short essay.

EXPLORE:  A test designed to help eighth- and ninth- graders explore a broad range of options for their future.  It prepares students not only for their high school coursework, but for their post-high school choices as well.  It marks an important beginning for a student’s future academic and career success.
FAFSA:  The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is the first step in the financial aid process.  You use it to apply for federal student financial aid, such as grants, loans, and work-study.  In addition, most states and schools use information from the FAFSA to award non-federal aid.

PLAN:  A test that helps tenth graders build a solid foundation for future academic and career success.  It is a comprehensive guidance resource that helps students measure their current academic development, explore career/training options, and make plans for the remaining years of high school and post-graduation years.  As a “pre-ACT” test, PLAN is a powerful predictor of success on the ACT Assessment.

PSAT:  The Preliminary SAT® / National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test is a co-sponsored program by the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC).  It’s a standardized test that provides firsthand practice for the SAT Reasoning Test.  It also gives you a chance to enter National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) scholarship programs.  The PSAT/NMSQT measures critical reading skills, math problem-solving skills, and writing skills.
SAT I:  The SAT is a three-hour test that measures verbal and mathematical reasoning skills students have developed over time and skills they need to be successful academically.  Many colleges and universities use the SAT as one indicator among others- class rank, high school GPA, extracurricular activities, personal essay, and teacher recommendations-of a student’s readiness to do college-level work.  SAT scores are compared with the scores of other applicants, and the accepted scores at an institution, and can be used as a basis for awarding merit-based financial aid.

SAT II:  Subject Tests, one-hour, mostly multiple-choice tests, measure how much students know about a particular academic subject and how well they can apply that knowledge.  The 22 Subject Tests include:  Writing, Literature, U.S. History, World History, Math Level IC, Math Level IIC, Biology E/M, Chemistry, Physics, French, French with Listening, German, German with Listening, Spanish, Spanish with Listening, Modern Hebrew, Italian, Latin, Japanese with Listening, Korean with Listening, Chinese with Listening, and English Language Proficiency Test.  Many colleges require or recommend one or more of the Subject Tests for admission or placement.
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Countdown to College Checklist
Grade 11 – Fall
Less Than Two Years to Get Ready for College

· Take the most challenging coursework available.
· Ensure your coursework meets high school graduation and college admissions requirements.
· Continue volunteer work.
· Continue working on study habits and note-taking skills.
· Demonstrate leadership and responsibility in community and school programs.
· Begin collecting recommendations for your teachers, coaches and your principal.
· Decide what criteria you are looking for in a college or university.
· Develop a list of possible schools you are interested in attending.
· Attend college fairs.
· Attend sessions with college representatives who visit your high school.
· Attend evening information sessions about college that occur in your area.
· Research college majors that correspond with your abilities and interests.
· Continue following your SAT preparation plan.
· Re-take the PSAT for extra practice.
Grade 11 – Spring

· Research which colleges on your list have multicultural recruitment weekends.  Many schools provide transportation for prospective students to visit during these weekends free of charge.
· Register and attend multicultural recruitment weekends at colleges of your choice.  Make an appointment to speak with an Admissions and Financial Aid Counselor while you’re visiting.  Attend classes and talk to students and professors at the college.

· Begin researching sources of financial aid and scholarships you may be eligible for. 

· If you are interested in a military academy or ROTC scholarship, begin the application process.

· Register for the SAT and the ACT.

· Take the SAT and the ACT.

· If the schools you are considering require SAT II subject tests, take them in May or June while the course material is still fresh in your mind.

· Update your resume.

· Search out and apply for summer job opportunities.

· Open a bank account, if you don’t have one already.
· Save a portion of your summer earnings for college.

Grade 11 – Summer

· Request applications from the schools you plan to apply to.

· If seeking an athletic scholarship, make contact with the coaches at the schools of your interest.

· Visit the schools that interest you if you have not already done so.
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Countdown to College Checklist
Grade 12 – Fall

Last Chance to Get Ready for College

· Make sure your coursework meets high school graduation requirements, college admissions requirements, and is appropriate for your college/career interests.
· Talk to your guidance counselor and principal about your plans for college.
· Evaluate college plans in light of your SAT/ACT scores and high school grades.
· Depending on your SAT/ACT scores, discuss retaking them with your guidance counselor 
· Make arrangements for personal interviews at your top choice colleges.
· Meet with college representatives that visit your school.
· Attend evening information sessions with college representatives around the city.
· Devote time, energy, and thought to writing and re-writing any required essays.  Have your guidance counselor and another teacher comment on and edit your essays.
· Establish a calendar of deadlines for your college and scholarship applications.
· If seeking appointment to a military academy, make sure your file is current and in the possession of the persons or organizations from whom you are seeking a nomination.
· If seeking an athletic scholarship, send a copy of your game schedule to the appropriate coaches; ask your high school coaches about contacts they may have.
· If portfolios, audition tapes, writing samples, or other evidence of talent are required for admission or for scholarships, finalize them.
Grade 12 – Winter  
· Submit your family’s financial information on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon after January 1st as possible.  

· Confirm that all school admissions application materials, including recommendations, have been sent on schedule.

· Request that your high school send a copy of your transcript, including first semester senior grades to schools you’ve applied to.

· Continue to seek and apply for private scholarships.
· Make your final decision about which college you will attend.  Notify the college in writing by the appropriate deadline.  Decline, in writing, other offers of admission.

· Review your financial aid award letter with your parents and guidance counselor.  Be sure you understand the terms and conditions that apply to each type of aid offered.

· Complete separate applications forms for any loan funds that are necessary.

· Arrange with the school for housing a meal plan.

· Be aware of the summer orientation sessions that you must attend at the chosen school and make plans accordingly

· Apply for a summer job.
